
The Evergreen Lodge was 
originally developed to 

facilitate building of the 
O’Shaughnessy Dam in Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. Though no definitive 
records exist, spoken history 
indicates that the Evergreen was 
founded by a man who worked on 
the Hetch Hetchy Railroad, which 
was principally built to haul people 
and materials to and from the Hetch 
Hetchy dam construction site. In 
the early years, the Evergreen was a 
post office, restaurant and general 
store. Lore has it that moonshine 
was brewed in the basement of the 
lodge during Prohibition.

In the late 1920’s, the Evergreen 
was purchased by Roy & Stelle 
Thornton, who built the Main 
Lodge that we know today. In the 
mid-1930’s, the lodge was sold 
to Dan & Angie Rovero of San 
Francisco. Rovero had previously 
operated the Groveland Hotel 
and took over the Evergreen to 
capitalize on the boom during the 
construction operation that raised 

the height of the Hetch Hetchy 
Dam in the late 1930’s. Business 
thrived during this period as local 
workers took advantage of three 
illegal slot machines. 

During this time, the 
Roveros added a Standard  
Oil gas station in front of the lodge. 
While the pumps are long since 
gone, the original gas station still 
stands today. 

In 1952, the Evergreen was sold to 
Jack & Katherine Garrison, who 
were friends with and had worked 
for the Roveros. Under the 
Garrisons’ ownership, the lodge 
offered a grocery store, liquor 
sales, soda fountain, dining room, 

bar, gasoline, auto repair services 
and bait & tackle sales, although 
some cabins still had no running 
water. One weekend a month in 
summers, the Garrisons would 
hire a four-person orchestra 
to play on the patio, where the 
General Store now stands. 

In 1975, the Evergreen was 
purchased by John Bargmann, 
a retired Berkeley fireman. John 
revitalized the business and 
added 8 cabins to the 10 that still 
remained. For the next 25 years, 
Bargmann’s life revolved around 
the Evergreen. He met his wife, 
Kay, at the lodge, married her at 
Camp Mather’s Birch Lake and 
raised his kids here too.

We acquired the lodge in late 2001 
and since then have reenvisioned, 
expanded and revitalized the 
Evergreen, adding 72 cabins, rec 
center, game room, swimming 
pool, main plaza and much more. 
We have since established our 
innovative, self-funded Youth 
Employment Program, a unique 
social impact element of the lodge. 

We are proud and excited that 
the Evergreen and its new sister 
property, Rush Creek Lodge, 
now offer all-around lodging and 
guest experiences unparalled 
in the Yosemite area. We hope 
everyone who stays with us has 
an amazing visit.

– Brian Anderluh &  
Lee Zimmerman, Owners
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Fun at the Lodge
 ❏ #28 Roast S’mores by the outdoor fire

 ❏ #6 Ride one (or both) of our zip lines

 ❏ #21 Throw a ringer in horseshoes

 ❏ #83 Pose for a photo with one of our  
fun, historic life-size cut outs

 ❏ #26 Find a giant sequoia on property  
(hint: ours are still young)

Seasonal Fun
 ❏ #67 Join us March “19-21” to formally  

kick off our 100th season while welcoming  
the first day of Spring 

 ❏ #69 Head to the Main Plaza for a classic 
Easter Egg Hunt (April 4th)

 ❏ #89 Enter our centennial photo contest for  
a chance to win a return stay

 ❏ #30 Toast to Women’s History Month with a 
fun flapper cocktail or mocktail (March)

 ❏ #12 Will you be lucky enough to build a 
snowman? Give him a corn cob pipe!

Eat, Drink & Be Merry
 ❏ #34 Try our take on a 1920’s classic dish, 

Chicken à la King

 ❏ #36 Take your Happy Hour to new heights at 
Hetch Hetchy’s dramatic Lookout Point

 ❏ #29 Order a “Warren Waffle” in honor of waffle-
loving 1921 U.S. President Warren G. Harding

 ❏ #33 Say “cheers” with a speakeasy cocktail or 
mocktail in the Tavern

 ❏ #38 Toast the spring season with mint juleps

Out & About Yosemite
 ❏ #40 Visit our oldest friends, the giant 

sequoias in the Merced and Tuolumne Groves

 ❏ #52 Retrace history on our Yosemite Valley 
Stage Coach Road Naturalist Hike

 ❏ #41 Visit the historic Hetch Hetchy displays 
as you walk across the O’Shaughnessy Dam

 ❏ #46 Spot the rainbow in the canyon below 
the O’Shaughnessy Dam

 ❏ #42 Treat yourself to free park admission on 
April 17th, the first day of National Park Week

1. 1921 U.S. President Warren G. Harding was famous 
for his love of waffles and ordered them every chance 
he got. Can you guess what his preferred topping was?

2. The first official recipe for one of today’s favorite 
camping treats was published in a 1927 Girl Scout 
Handbook called “Tramping and Trailing with the 
Girl Scouts.” What was it? 

3. Back in the day, there was a dance pavilion at the 
Evergreen where monthly dances were hosted to the 

tune of a live orchestra. Can you guess when and why 
the orchestra dances stopped? 

4. What do Prince Philip, astronaut John Glenn, 
former First Lady Nancy Reagan, and stage actress 
Carol Channing have in common?

 

Lodge staff and guests have compiled a list of 100 Ways to 
Celebrate Our 100th that includes a mountain of activities for 
explorers of all ages to enjoy throughout the year. 

See how many you can tackle! Here are a few to get 
you started, and this QR code takes you to the full 
list! If you can’t conquer them all during your stay 
with us, you can always come back again!

Did you know?

Answers
1. Chipped beef gravy – ewwww!  
2. S’mores.
3. 1960’s when youngsters were more interested in radios than orchestras.  
4. They were all born in 1921, the same year as the Evergreen.



I  n 1916, the original Carl Inn was built by Dan  
and Donna Carlon on the banks of the South Fork 

of the Tuolumne River. At the time, this was the route 
of the main road into Yosemite, and the Carl Inn 
capitalized on the new found freedom of auto travel. 

Unfortunately, the location was no match for Mother 
Nature, with various historic accounts of rebuilding 
following fire, flood and snow over the years. The 
Carl Inn was torn down for good in 1940.

The hike to Carlon Falls along the South Fork of the 
Tuolumne River is a local’s favorite. Please visit our  
Front Desk or Recreation Desk for directions and 
more details.

The dam was constructed to provide water and 
electricity to San Francisco and the Bay Area. 

The project was completed in 1923 despite vehement 
opposition from John Muir, a Yosemite Pioneer and 
founder of the Sierra Club. Muir once stated about 
the Hetch Hetchy valley that, “no holier temple has 
ever been consecrated by the heart of man.”

Often called the sister of Yosemite Valley, Hetch 
Hetchy is not to be missed. Whether you are an 
engineering buff who will marvel at the feat of the 
O’Shaughnessy Dam or a naturalist exploring the 
trail to Wapama Falls, we invite you to visit this 
breathtaking beauty right in our back yard.

Now a family summer camp run by the San Francisco 
Recreation and Parks Department, Camp Mather 
was originally constructed to house the workers 
building the O’Shaughnessy Dam. 

The lake at Camp Mather, now known as Birch 
Lake, was once a millpond for the logs hauled on 
the Hetch Hetchy railroad and used as forms for the 
new dam. 

This historic railroad tied into the larger Hetch 
Hetchy Railroad, which helped haul people and 

goods for the construction of the O’Shaughnessy 
Dam. Simultaneously, Peach Growers operated a 
mill that made packing crate material and used the 
rail line for transport to California Central Valley 
Fruit Farmers.

O ne of the old Peach Growers rails is actually used 
to hold up the Evergreen’s mailbox! This historic 
trail is flat but not fancy, so be ready to step over a 
few logs. It’s a half-mile trail that parallels Evergreen 
Road, ending at the old the Peach Growers property. 
Visit our Recreation Desk for all the details.

historic sites around Evergreen Lodge
CARLON FALLS

HETCH HETCHY RESERVOIR

CAMP MATHER
PEACH GROWERS RAILROAD GRADE



Did you know?
In the 40’s, gas at the Evergreen 

service station sold for a whopping 
35 cents per gallon, which was double 
the price charged in town. That was not 
nearly as risqué as several illegal slot 
machines and a bar open until 2AM.

Rumor has it these slot machines, 
hidden behind a false bar wall, were 
once robbed, but the police were not 
called as the penalties for gambling 
were greater than the cost of the heist!

Some staff have confessed to finding 
nickels and dimes from fallen slot  
machine winnings in the cracks of  
the Tavern floorboards.

Make yourself at home in the Tavern 
and look for clues from the past, like 
burn marks on the floor where a wood-
burning stove once stood. This old stove 
was removed years ago and found new 
life as the lodge mailbox across the road 
from the old gas station. Wander through 
the framed photos of Evergreen’s rich 
history. Fortunately, much of the Tavern 
landmarks live to tell colorful tales. It’s 
up to you to make friends who can fill 
you in on the secrets…

Can you imagine a world where no one ever heard of quinoa and 
kale salads? During the era of speakeasies, flappers and mobsters, 
celery stuffed with pimento cheese was the height of sophistication 
and everyone thought flapjacks were the bee’s knees.

A marshmallow roasting fad was spreading throughout summer 
resort towns. Newspapers popularized the marshmallow roasts 
as an “excellent medium for flirtation” and candy makers soon 
followed with Mallomars and Moonpies, cousins to the campfire 
S’mores that officially debuted in a 1927 Girl Scout guidebook. We’re 
keeping the tradition alive for you each night here at the lodge!

In the spirit of our centennial, you’ll see some fun additions to our 
menus this year. We’re doing our own take on 1920’s classics like 
Waldorf Salad, Chicken à la King and Hangtown Fry. Of course, 
breakfast will feature fancy waffles in honor of 1921 waffle-loving 
U.S. President Warren G. Harding. Bon appetit!

Originated in Minnesota 
during Prohibition. The 
ingredients are meant to  
mask the taste of booze.

Proceed with caution! 

Ingredients
~ 2 parts vodka or gin ~ 
~ 3 parts bootleg mix ~ 
(One can each of frozen 
limeade and lemonade 

blended with two 
bunches of  fresh mint and 

¼ oz of simple syrup)

~ 2 parts club soda ~

Preparation
Combine ingredients  
and serve over ice. 

Wet your whistle

BOotlegger

Official drink of  
the  Kentucky Derby 

since 1938.

Ingredients
~ 2 oz bourbon ~

~ ¼ oz simple syrup ~
~ 8 mint leaves ~
~ crushed ice ~

Preparation
Muddle mint leaves 
and  simple syrup in 

the  bottom of a julep 
cup,  then add bourbon 
and  pack with ice.  Swirl 
contents in cup until it 

 gets frosty, then add more 
ice. Garnish with a sprig 

of mint and enjoy!

Mint Julep

From The kitchen

Angie Rovero, owner 1930’s-1952


