
Tunnel View
Although it is a small backtrack from the Valley, Tunnel View 
provides one of the most famous views of Yosemite Valley. 
From here you can see El Capitan and Bridalveil Fall rising from 
Yosemite Valley, with Half Dome in the background.

• Take Evergreen Road back out to Highway 120 and turn left to 
get to Yosemite’s entrance gate. You’ll be on Highway 120 East, 
which intersects Highway 140 in approximately 19 miles 

• Turn left onto Highway 140/El Portal Road (signs for  
Yosemite Vallley/CA-41/Fresno)

• Highway 140/El Portal Rd/CA-41 turns slightly right and 
becomes Southside Drive

• Slight right onto Highway 41/Wawona Road, approximately  
1.5 miles/2.4 km to Tunnel View

• Tunnel View will be on the right

Half Dome View
Turn Left out of the Tunnel View parking lot onto Southside Drive 
towards Curry Village. On the way, stop on the side of the road at 
the Chapel/Swinging Bridge area for a great view of Half Dome  
and other iconic sites.

Curry Village
Continue on Southside Dr. towards Curry Village. Curry Village 
has easy parking and great viewpoints with small trails to walk 
along and is home to Curry Village ice skating rink that originally 
opened in 1928. This can also serve as your base for a variety of 
hikes in the Happy Isle area, which is the trailhead for Half Dome 
(accessible seasonally by permit), Mist Trail (closed in winer), 
the Vernal Fall bridge (vigorous 30 minute hike with rewarding 
waterfall and river views), and part of the John Muir Trail.
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For more information or alternative options please visit EvergreenLodge.com/Explore,  
call (209) 379-2606 x3 or email recreation@EvergreenLodge.com.

The Ahwahnee 
Continue on Southside Drive to The Awahnee. Opened in 1927 
and declared a National Historic Landmark in 1987, The Ahwahnee 
is a must-see for all the history and architecture that earned its 
reputation as the Crown Jewel of the National Parks. Feel free to 
make yourself at home, stroll the grounds, tour the property, and 
enjoy lunch in the Dining Room or cocktails and a snack in the Bar. 

Lunch is served from 11:30am to 2pm. 

Lower Yosemite Falls Loop
Continue out towards Yosemite Village and follow signs to 
Yosemite Lodge and Yosemite Falls on Northside Drive. Park at 
Yosemite Lodge and take a quick stroll to see Yosemite Falls, the 
tallest waterfall in Northern America and the 5th in the world. This 
trail is easy but can be icy in the winter. This is a 1 mile/1.6 km 
loop which takes about 30 minutes to complete. This short, easy 
walk provides spectacular views of Upper and Lower Yosemite 
Falls and even Middle Cascade. 

El Capitan View 
Continue on Northside Drive and stop at El Capitan Bridge for a 
view of El Capitan, also known as El Cap and the birthplace of big 
wall climbing. El Capitan’s iconic granite walls dominate the west 
end of Yosemite Valley. At more than 3,000 feet (900+ m) above 
the valley floor, it is 2.5 times as tall as the Empire State Building, 
or more than 3 times as high as the tip of the Eiffel Tower.

Valley View
Continue on Northside Drive approximately 2 miles and stop  
at Valley View pullout on your left for an iconic Ansel Adams  
photo opportunity.
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